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[ N o .  dO o f  P r i n t e d  R e p o r t s .]
^ F orty-Third Annual Report^ *
S E L E C T M E N
AND
SUPERVISOR OF SCHOOLS
OF 'l l IK
TOWN of SEARSPORT,
FOR THK
MUNICIPAL YEAR 1887.
B E L F A S T :
GEO. W. BURGESS, PRINTER. 
1888.
T he W a r r a n t .
STATE OF MAINE.
To W m. B .  S a w y e r , a constable of the town of Searsport, in
the County of Waldo, Greeting ;
In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required 
to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town of Searsport, 
qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to assemble at the Town 
House in said town, on Monday, the 19th day of March, in­
stant, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon, to act on the following 
articles, to w it :—
1 st. To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting,
2nd. To choose a Town Clerk for the ensuing year.
3rd—4th. To see if the town will accept the report of its 
officers as printed.
5th. To choose three or more Selectmen.
6th. To choose Assessors of Taxes.
7th. To choose Overseers of the Poor.
8th. To choose a Town Agent.
9th. To choose a Town Treasurer.
10th. To choose an Auditor of Town Accounts.
n th .  To see if the town will abolish the district system 
and establish the town system of schools.
1 2th. To choose a Superintending .School Committee or 
Supervisor.
13th. To choose School Agents.
14th— 25th. To choose other town officers.
26th. To see if the town will establish a Free High 
School, and how much money it will raise therefor.
27th. To see how much money the town will raise for the 
support of schools.
28th. To see how much money the town will raise for the 
support of the poor, and other town expenses.
29th. To see how much the town will raise to repair 
the highways, and whether in labor or money ; 
and how much to allow per hour for men, oxen and 
horses.
430th. To see if the town will construct a sewer on one 
side of Nichols street of sufficient depth and capacity 
to carry off in a northerly direction all water which 
accumulates and stands on and about said street. The 
safety and convenience of public travel and the health 
of the people living in that vicinity require the con­
struction of such sewer.
31st. To see if the town will construct a sewer in the 
Merithew lane of sufficient capacity to carry off the 
stagnant water and filthy deposits.
32nd. To see how much money the town will raise for 
said sewers.
33rd. To hear the report of the Fire Department.
34th. To see if the town will vote to pay members of the 
Engine Co. and Fire Wards $3 each—not to exceed 
sixty-three members; said money being payable to 
the Clerk of the Engine Co. in a gross sum on or be­
fore Jan. i ,  1889.
35th. To see how much money the town will raise for the 
Sears Library.
36th. To see if the town will raise fifty dollars for a 
Memorial Service.
37th. To see how much discount the town will allow to 
those who pay their taxes on or before the first day of 
July next, and how much to those who pav on or be­
fore the first day of January. 1889.
38th. To see what discount the town will allow to those 
who pay their highway taxes on or before the first 
day of June next in cash to the surveyor.
39th. To see how much money the town will raise to pay 
discount on taxes.
40th. To choose a Collector of Taxes.
The Selectmen hereby give notice that they will be in ses- 
sion at their office on Saturday, the 17th instant, at 
one o'clock in the afternoon, for the purpose of revis­
ing and correcting the list of voters.o o
Given under our hands at Searsport, this 7th day of March, 
A. D. 1888.
M A R L B O R O  P A C K A R D ,  4Selectmen
> o f
J A M E S  A. C O LSO N , )  Searsport.
REPORT.
. Assessors’ Doings.
Valuation of Real Estate, $420,253
“  “  Personal Estate. 448,230
Total, $868,483
Number of Polls, 398
Rate of Taxation, •OI54
The following amounts were assessed on the inhabitants
of Searsport and the non-residents owning real estate therein :
For support of Common Schools, $2,000 00
“  “  “ ■ the poor, and other ex-
penses, 2,500 00
“  roads and bridges. 3,000 00
“  discount on taxes. 1,200 00
“  Memorial Day, 50 00
$8,750 00
For County T ax , 2,240 64
State “ 2,892 92
“  Overlay, 684 67
$14,568 23
For Supplemental Tax , 124 68
$14,692 91
ABATEME NTS
On taxes of 1885, $36  5°
“  kfc “  1886, 1 17  j  1
>—C 00 X 49 99
$203 60
GSelectmen’s Disbursements.
Orders drawn on the Treasurer to pay as follows :
Abatements, $203 60
Borrowed money, 1,000 00
Interest, 33 58
Discount on taxes, i»33i 75
Schools, 2,888 25
Sears Library, 90 25
Roads and bridges, 3518 02
Street lights, 1 18  10
Fire department, 235 62
Memorial service, 50 00
Town farm, 718 25
Town’s poor, not on farm, 59 22
Insanity, T97 47
Incidentals, 364 75
Town officers, 627 29
$ 1 1 * 4 3 6  1
B o r r o w e d  M o n e y .
Borrowed of Matilda S. Gilmore,
In t e r e s t .
Matilda S. Gilmore on borrowed money, $ 1 1  05 
Charles F. Gordon on order No. 579 of ’86, 1 14
Edward B. Sheldon on various orders of ’86, 5 02
George F .  Smith on various orders of ’86, 16 37
$1000 00
$33 58
D isc o u n t  on T a x e s .
J .  H. Kneeland for 10 percent, discount, $ 1300  96 
J .  H. Kneeland for 5 per cent, discount, 30 79
$ i 33i 75
Oi
SchooLs.
7
No. of Underdrawn Overdrawn School Orders Balance Balance
District. last year. last year. Fund. drawn. underdr’n. overdr’n.
I 27 30 361 56 2Si 5 1 137 35
2 4°  63 544 96 542 9° 42 69
3» 4 ’ 5 1 2 2 2 1226 16 119 4  30 44 08
6 4 1 S 96 08 89 25 IO 98
7 29 00 162 44 174 28 17 l6
8 7 32 204 08 202 19 5 43
9 59 27 160 68 18 1 50 38 45
10 34 87 83 84 ” 7 53 I l8
1 1 2 35 84 54 102 41 15 52
12 4 42 4 1 92 32 38 13 96
214 21 7 32 2966 26 2888 25 3°5 85 20 95
20 95
Balance due the districts-. 284 9O
S e a r s  L ib r a r y .
A . H. Ellis for broom, glass and putty, $  45
Phineas Libby for binding books, 12 30
Ada E . R idley for binding books, 2 50
Ada E . Ridley for services as librarian to
April 4, 1887, 25 00
Phineas Pendleton for rent of room, 50 00
$90 25
R oads and  B r id g e s .
District. Breaking. Labor and Material. Total.
I $68 28 $109 96 $178  24
2 IS 35 37 07 52 4 2
3 93 08 244 38 337 46
4 83 57 213 53 297 10
8of District. Breaking. Labor and Material Total.
5 3 1  96 98  98 1 3 0  94
6 1 4  20 1 0 2 3 5 1 1 6  55
7 30  45 5 2 77 8 3  22
8 24 66 47 22 1—i oc oc
9 1 7  7 1 4 0  50 1
Cl
0010
1 0 5°  6 5 73 5 1 1 2 4  1 6
1 1 1 0 5  9 6 4 0  24 1 4 6  20
1 2 1 1  92 29 5° 4 1 4 2
1 3 7 2  6 0 44 °7 1 1 6  67
J4 6 2  55 5 i  1 5 1 1 3  7 0
T5 55 55 50  35 1 0 5  90
1 6 1 0 2  8 1 1 0 3  07 20 5  88
T7 C/j GO On 25 8 1 57 66
1 8 6 9  87 7 6  77 1 4 6  64
J9 I l 8  94 9 0  20 2 0 9  1 4
2 0 43 43 5 1 1 5 9 4  58
2 1 56 79 7 1  1 0 1 2 7  89
22 67  20 1 9 6  42 263 62
2 3 43 5° 4 0  26 ^3 76
$ 1 , 2 7 2  88 $ 1 , 8 9 0  3 6 $ 3 , 1 6 3  24
C. A. Kenney for Champion Road Machine, 
Joseph Field for freight on same,
F. L .  Wright for castings for Machine,
J .  B. A mes for repairs on Machine.
J .  H. Lane for storing Machine.
Wm. Cunningham for moving machine shed, 
Levi Trundy for plank for sidewalks,
A. J .  Nickerson for lumber,
W. P. Towle for hauling lumber. &c.,
E. W. Seavey for use of watering trough. 
Alvin West for use of watering trough,
$245 00
8 00 
60
7 60 
1 2 00
2 2 5 
60 05
9 18 
4 10
3  0 0
$8,5 02
9S t r e e t  L ig h t s .
A. H. Ellis for oil, chimneys, &c.,  $ 1 5  85
Cass Lamp Works for burners and rings, 5 00 
W. A. Wood & Co. for oil, 17 28
Smith, Perry & Co. for paint, &c., for posts, 3 22 
J .  L .  Hamilton for tending lamps to June 10, 21 75
G. W. Young for tending lamps, 55 00
F ir e  D e p a r t m e n t .
C. O. Sawyer, clerk, as per vote of town, $ 189  00 
C. O. Sawyer, clerk, for furnishing, 15 62
M. Packard for paying bills of repairs on
reservoir on Mt. Ephraim street, $ 3 1  00
M e m o r ia L S e r v ic e .
E. J .  Wentworth, Q.  M. of Freeman Mc- 
Gilvery Post, as per vote of town,
T ow n  F a r m .
Store hills. $458 46
Labor, 32 00
C. C. Hamilton for phosphate, &c., 10 35
Cunningham & Overlock for pressing 14045
lbs. hay, 8 78
M. Packard for use of cart. 3 00
L .  M. Kneeland for services as overseer
to Jan. 1 ,  1888, 205 66
Received from A. E. Nickerson for hay 
sold,
$ 1 1 8  10
$235 62
$50 00
$ 7 18  25 
100 00
Balance against the Farm, $6 18  25
10
L .  M. Kneeland's account as Superintendent stands as 
follows :
Received from sale of butter and milk, $2 14  78
4 4 “  “  “  eggs, 51 60
4 4 “  “  “  pork, 77 i 7
* 4 “  “  “  pigs, 88 00
* 4 “  “  “  poultry, 8 00
4 4 “  “  “  calves, 24 00
4 4 “  “  “  beef, 7 5°
% 4 “  “  “  cow's hide. 2 95
v % “  “  “  potatoes. 3 60
Paid store bills, $228 94
“  for blacksmithing, 17 90
4 k 4 4 labor, 50 52
4 k 4 4 stock animals, 12 00
4 4 4 4 pasturing cattle, C\ Oi 0
4 4 4 4 herds grass seed, 7 20
4 4 4 4 seed barley, 2 70
4 4 4 4 shingles, 3 5°
4 4 4 4 land side for plough, 1 00
4 4 4 4 sewing, 3 00
Balance allowed by Superintendent in 
settling for services to Jan. 1 ,  '88,
$333 26 
H 4 34
$477 60
Inventory of Stock, Produce, &c., Feb. 27, '88.
7 cows, $2 10  00
3 two-year-old heifers, 5 2 00
2 one-year-old steers, 20 00
1 one-year-old heifer, 10 00
1 calf, 3 00
5 sows. 75 00
11
1 boar, 12 00
1 shoat, 7 00
50 hens, 16 00
1 1  tons hay, n o  00
3 tons straw, 15 00
100 bush, oats, 42 00
15 bush, barley, 9 00
6 bush, ground feed, 3 5°
3-J bush, beans, 8 50
1 10  bush, beets, 22 00
12 bush, potatoes, 7 00
40 lbs. corned beef. 3 00
180 lbs. pork, 18 00
90 lbs. ham. 9 00
25 lbs. lard, 2 50
T o w n ’s P o o r , n o t  on F a r m .
Olive and Wash. Bowen, supplied in
Belfast, $ 1 3  76
Dr. E. Hopkins, for balance due for ser­
vices as town physician to April 1 ,  ’87, 15 00
Dr. E. Hopkins, for services as town
physician to April 1 ,  ’88, 25 00
Add for Foreign Paupers.
C. C. Hamilton for taking tramps to Farm
in ’86, $  75
Edward Savery for board of J .  A. Devine, 4 71
I n s a n i t y .
Support of James C. Hanson at hospital, $ 12 3  71 
“  “  Addison Warren at hospital, 73 76
$654 50
$53 76
$59 22
$ 197  47
] 2
I n c id e n t a l s .
Printing town reports and blanks for i'8S6. $24 50
Town books, 23 00
Stationery, express, registering letters, &c., 1 1  59
Mrs. E. D. Colcord for two years’ rent of
office to April 2, 1887, 50 00
S. S. Smith for cleaning office, 3 00
M. Packard for wood for office, 1 75
L .  Trundy for lumber for town house. 33 70
J .  B. Black and others, repairing town house, 24 75 
J .  W. Brock for services examining school
books, i
Harrison Hume for school books, 76 91
Leach, Shewell & Sanborn for school books, 93 88 
J .  H. Kneeland for settlement of taxes of
1885, except R .  G .  Waterhouse’s tax, 20 17
$364 75
T ow n  O f f ic e R s .
J .  H. Sullivan for services as Moderator,
W. B. Sawyer for services as Constable, 
Joseph Field for services as Clerk,
J .  H. Kneeland for balance for collecting 
taxes of 1885,
T. H. Kneeland, in part for collecting taxes 
of 1886,
E. B. Sheldon for services as Treasurer,
M. Packard for services as Selectman, &c., 
Fred Houston for services as Selectman. &c.. 
J .  A. Colson for services as Selectman, &c..
$5 00 
10 00 
25 00
5 36
$200 00
. 60 00
181 98 
40 00
TOO OO
$ 6 2 7  2Q
Collector’s and Treasurer’s Doings.
On settlement with J .  H. Kneeland, Collector for the years 
1884-5-6 -7 ,  we find his account to stand as follows :
Balance due the town March 1 ,  ’87, $ 189 1  10
Amount of State tax assessment, 2892 92
“  “  County tax assessment, 2240 64
“  “  Town “  “  9434 67
“  “  Supplemental tax assessment, 124 6 8
Paid E. B. Sheldon, Treasurer,
$16584 01 
14908 34
$1675  67
This balance consists of the following uncollected taxes : 
R .  G. Waterhouse’s tax for ’84, ,$37 64
R .  G. Waterhouse's tax for ’85, 36 or
Balance of taxes for '86, 659 16
“  “  “  “  ’87, 942 86
--------- $1675 67
On settlement with E. B. Sheldon, Treasurer, we find his 
account to stand as follows :
R e c e ip t s .
Balance due the town March 1, ’87, $52 83
Money hired of M. S. Gilmore for town’s use, tooo  00 
G. F. Smith for school books sold, 27 10
I. N. Harriman for hay from Town Farm, 25 13 
A. E. Nickerson for hay from Town Farm, 100 00
Taxes of ’85 from J .  IT Kneeland, 290 09
“  ’86 “  “  “  “  868 20
.. “  ’87 “  “  “  “  1 3 7 5 0  05
Balance of Free High School Scrip for ’86, 22 00
Mill T ax  and School Fund for ’86, 966 26
“  “  “  “  “  ’87, 961 34
R . R .  and Telegraph Scrip for ’87, 258 64
State Pension Scrip for ’87. 165 00
------------ $18,486 64
uD i s b u r s Em En t s .
Town orders of ’86, $ 1252  33
“  “  “  ’87, 10501 88
County 'Tax of "87, 2240 64
Balance of State T ax  of ‘86, 1322 59
State T ax  of ’87, 2892 92
State Pensions, 165 00
$18375 36
Balance due the town March 1, 1888. t 1 r 28
Assets.
Balance due from J .  W. Smart (of doubtful
value,) $35 55
School books in the hands of G. F. Smith. 142 33 
Due from J .  H. Kneeland as Collector.
(less about $228 for collecting, 1675 67 
Due trom E. B. Sheldon as Treasurer, 1 1 1  28
Liabilities.
$ 1 964 83
Due the several school districts, $284 00
Outstanding orders of '87. 9 3 4  27
--------- $ 1 2 1 0  1 7
Balance to the town’s credit, $745 66
Mr. Sweetser’s bill for supervising schools the past year 
has not up to date (March 5), been presented; when paid it 
will reduce the above balance $ 100  more or less.
We would respectfully recommend that the town raise tor 
the ensuing year— for schools, $2000; for a free high school, 
$500;  for the Sears Library, $ 10 0 ;  for the poor and other 
town expenses, $2500; and for the highways,  $2500 in money. 
Respectfully submitted,
M A R L B O R O  P A C K A R D ,  ) Selectmen
ot
Sears port.J A M E S  A. C O LSO N ,
IR- ZED 3? O  ZR/ T
#
------ OK THE-------
To the Citizens o f Searsport:
In accordance with the requirement of the law. the following report 
of the condition of the schools of this town for the past year is submitted 
to your attention.
D istr ic t  N o . i . ( H arbor  D ist r ic t .)
James R. Park, Agent. No. of scholars in the district. 69. Average 
attendance ; Spring, ^ 4 ; Fall, 41 ; Winter, 38 (about).
There is cause for satisfaction in reviewing tlie work of this school 
through the year. The spring and fall terms ( 10  weeks each) were taught 
by Miss Carrie P. Perkins who, from her former experience, brought to this 
work some qualities that were necessary to cope with the difficulties there 
existing. She was successful in the position, and the school is to be com­
plimented on the marked improvement in orderliness and industry, while, 
so far as I can judge, the work has at the same time been thoroughly done.
The winter term (10  weeks) showed a continuation of the good work 
of the earlier part of the yaer and the teacher, Mr. Clifton A. Snell, though 
having but little previous experience, carried on the work in a very credit­
able manner.
D istr ic t  N o. 2. (N ichols D ist r ic t .)
Daniel K. Richards, Agent. No. of scholars in the district, 104. 
Average attendance, Primary : Spring, 26 ; Fall, 29 ; Winter, 15. Upper 
School: Spring, 1 0 ;  Fall, 1 0 ;  Winter, 29.
The Primary School, through this year as during last, has been under 
the charge of Miss Caroline G. Packard, and from the appearance of the 
school and from other sources of information a favorable report can con­
fidently be given.
In the Upper School the work of the first two terms (9 weeks each) 
can be regarded only in an unfavorable light. An evident lack of harmony 
between the people of the district, the agent, and the teacher, prevented 
1 he accomplishment of what might reasonably be expected.
Most gratifying results, however, have been attained in the winter 
term ( 10  weeks) just closed, as was evidenced by a renewed interest and 
increased attendance. To the teacher, Mr. T . C'. Smart, belongs a great 
part of the credit of placing this school upon a good footing again.
D istricts  3, 4 and 5. (U nion D is t k ic i.)
B. O. Sargent, Agent. No. of scholars in the district, 234. Average 
attendance, Third Primary : Spring, 7 ; Fall, 8. Second Primary : Spring, 
18 ;  Fall, 14. First Primary: Spring, 23 ; Fall, 29. Intermediate: Spring, 
27 ; Fall, 34. High : Spring, 53 ; Fall, 47.
The Third Primary was taught by Miss Blanche E. Webber and, * 
though small in numbers, seemed interested in the work in which it was 
engaged.
'l'he Second Primary has progressed well under the management of 
Mrs. Mary R. Perkins, whose work is familiar to the people of the district. 
The number of scholars attending this school has been somewhat smaller 
than last year, but in other respects there is no special change to be noted.
The First Primary has been under the charge of Miss Caroline 
Nickels, and the Intermediate, of Miss Emma F. Mortland, to both of 
whom for their earnest and faithful work, the highest commendation is due. 
This was Miss Nickels’ first experience in teaching, and it is certainly a be­
ginning which should encourage a continuation of the work.
The classes that have passed to the High School from the Inter­
mediate the last two years have been much larger than those coming from 
the Primary to the Intermediate. This will account for the diminished 
attendance of the Intermediate from last year’s report.
The High School during both terms of this year has been under the 
charge of A. F. Sweetser, assisted by Miss Margaret B. Sweetser. I'he 
course of study which was adopted by the district at the last annual meet­
ing (a copy of which is appended to this report) was put into operation 
as far as it was possible to do so, and at the close of the fall term the 
school, excepting a very few of the scholars, was arranged in regular 
classes. These exceptions may prevent the complete organization of the 
school for several terms, but no serious inconvenience will necessarily 
result. 'Phe effect of this gradation of the school has so tar been bene­
ficial. The number of daily recitations has been decreased allowing more 
time for each, while in addition to that, the keeping of all the scholars of 
one class together in the same studies must have the effect of stimulating 
the pupils to greater exertions and a deeper interest in their work.
17
As different classes will vary in ability, changes can be made in the 
established course to adapt it to the needs of each class. But to supply 
more work for those pupils who are able to accomplish more, I suggest 
that the study of Latin under proper limitations be allowed in the school. 
Its value as a study can not be doubted, and it seems that it may be pur­
sued to advantage by a portion of the school.
Two other measures I would submit to the people of district: First, 
that the Second and Third Primary Schools be united. The number of 
scholars in these two schools is so small that the expense of maintaining 
two schools seems uncalled for, and after due consideration some plan can 
without doubt be devised by which all can enjoy the same privileges they 
now have and with less expenditure.
The other measure I would recommend is that the district take the 
steps necessary to maintain its schools for thirty weeks each year, and to 
that end, if the town money is insufficient for the purpose, I would urge 
the district to raise enough to make up the necessary sum. In case the 
town does not avail itself o f the provisions of the High School law, the 
district could establish such a school and secure the same State aid. Any 
other plan, however, that will attain the same end will meet with general 
approval.
D istr ic t  N o. 6. (S a rg en t  D is t r ic t .)
Joseph Brock, Agent. No. of scholars in the district, 17. Average 
attendance: Spring, 7 ; Fall, 12.
The spring term (8 weeks) was under the instruction of Miss Aldie 
M. Sargent, and though this was her first term, the work does credit to her 
efforts and ability, giving promise of good results in a wider field.
Miss Susie E. Gould had charge of the fall term (9 weeks,) during 
which the number of scholars was increased by the attendance of several 
from beyond the limits of the district. Miss Gould is a teacher of long 
experience, and her work was attended with gratifying results.
D istr ic t  N o. 7. (P o r t er  D is t r ic t .)
Geo. YV. Bowen, Agent. No. of scholars in the district, 3 1 . Average 
attendance: Spring, 20 ; Fall, 21 ; Winter, 19.
The spring term (9 weeks) was taught by Mrs. Carrie Bowen, whose 
good work is well known to the people of the district. The fall and winter 
terms (8 and 9 weeks) with Miss Amanda K . Mathews as teacher, were in 
point of industry and profit, a continuation of the work which has char­
acterized this school for the two years over which my acquaintance with it 
extends.
D istric t  N o . 8. (M athew* D is t r ic i .)
J . VV. Nickerson, Agent. No. of scholars in the district. 42. Average 
attendance: Spring, 18 ;  Fall, 24 ; Winter, 25.
Miss Mary E. Stevens taught all three terms (10  weeks each) and the 
work done has been more systematic than that of the year before. The 
discipline has been excellent, and in every way the people of the district 
are to be congratulated on having so profitable a year in their school.
D istr ic t  N o. 9. (N orth S earsport D istr ic t .)
John Nickels, Agent. No. of scholars in the district, 32. Average 
attendance: Spring, 1 9 ;  Fall, 14 ; Winter, 19 (about.)
The spring and fall terms (6 weeks each) were hardly long enough to 
get the full benefit of school privileges. Miss Hattie K. Marden was the 
teacher of both terms and, without previous experience, gave evidence of 
ability as an instructor. Though a slight laxity of discipline existed, no 
very unfavorable comment can be made.
The winter term (12  weeks) was under the direction of Mr. Frank 1 .. 
Nickerson. The school was somewhat increased in numbers, and its ap­
pearance gave every indication of diligent study and a desire to profit bv 
each opportunity.
D istrict  N o. 10. (D odge D istr ic t . )
Thompson S. Ford, Agent. No. of scholars in the district, 16. 
Average attendance : Spring, 9 ; Fall, <S.
Both terms ( 10  weeks each) were taught by Miss Y. Etta Robbins.
and both teacher and scholars showed a desire to make the school 
profitable.
D istrict  N o. 1 1 .  ( R oucstont. D istr ic t . )
Samuel Mortland, Agent. No. of scholars in the district, 13. Aver­
age attendance : Spring, 7 ; Fall, 10.
The spring term (7 weeks) was taught by Miss Elonia Nickerson, and 
the fall term (7 weeks) by Miss Emma F. Mortland. This was Miss 
Nickerson’s first experience in teaching and the school hardly received the 
benefit to be desired. Miss Mortland gave valuable aid, and the work of 
all was productive of the best results.
D istrict  No. 12.
Isaac Mason, Agent. (Swanville.)
This district, by a continuation of the former arrangement, forms 
practically a part of one of the Belfast districts.
1'.)
The number of scholars in the town still shows a decrease. By the 
last census, there was 566, a decrease of 14 from the year before. The 
amount of money raised was £2000, a decrease of S500. The number of 
terms of school is 34, and the aggregate number of weeks 316,  showing a 
decrease of 4 in the number of terms, and 16 in the number of weeks.
A committee was appointed at the last annual meeting, to select new 
Arithmetics and Readers for use in the town. The committee acted, and 
the result of their examination was the selection of Swinton’s Readers and 
Greenleaf’s Revised Arithmetics, both of which were accepted and intro­
duced. All who have used them, both teachers and scholars, unite in their 
approval of the change and attest the merits of the new books.
1 have caused to be distributed as widely as possible a pamphlet pre­
pared by the Stale Superintendent of Schools, advocating a change from 
the district system of schools to the town system. In other places it has 
been found to work satisfactorily, and many of the changes which it effects 
commend themselves to those who are interested in educational matters. 
I would earnestly solicit your attention to this subject to the end that after 
mature deliberation, you may decide upon a question of such importance.
During the past year we have been without the aid of a Free High 
School, and have been deprived of assistance which the State gives to 
those schools. Considering the small amount that the town is required to 
furnish and the benefit to be derived from the maintenance of this school. 
I would advise that this school be re-established and that the same amount 
be raised for its support that was raised in former years.
The work which has been done in the schools of this town during 
the past year will, I trust, compare favorably with the work of former 
years. Some unfavorable circumstances have existed, not the least of 
which has been the decrease in the town appropriation for the support of 
schools. In view of the condition of business in this town, the necessity 
of economy must be admitted. But it would be false economy to make 
the schools the first to feel the effects of decreased appropriations. Other 
things for which the town raises money can be dispensed with* rather than 
that the school interests should be crippled.
\Vitl\confidence that these suggestions will receive your candid con­
sideration and the hope that they may meet your approval, this report is
Respectfully submitted,
A. F\ SYVEF/TSFR, Supervisor of Schools.
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COURSE OF STUDY
O F  T H E
SEARSPORT HIGH SCHOOL.
SPRING TERM. FALL TERM. WINTER TERM.
Arithmetic.
Grammar.
Geography.
History United States. 
Reading.
Arithmetic.
Grammar.
Geography.
History United States. 
Reading.
Arithmetic.
Grammar.
Geography.
History United States. 
Reading.
Arithmetic. 
Grammar and 
Analysis. 
Book-Keeping. 
Reading.
Arithmetic. 
Grammar and 
Analysis. 
Book-Keeping. 
Reading.
Arithmetic. 
Grammar and 
Analysis. 
Physiology: 
Reading.
Algebra. 
Composition and 
Rhetoric. 
Botany. 
Physiology.
Algebra. 
Composition and 
Rhetoric. 
Physics. 
Physiology.
Algebra.
Civil Government. 
Physics.
Hist. Eng.
Algebra.
Civil Government. 
Physical Geography. 
Hist. Eng.
Geometry.
Astronomy.
Physical Geography. 
Hist. Eng.
Geometry. 
Astronomy. 
Arithmetic (review.)
